Super Milk Producers in Jefferson County

Three Farms Recognized for Super Milk for 20 Continuous Years

The Empire State Milk Quality Council annually awards the Super Milk Award to dairy farms that produce high quality milk. Farms across New York State that produce milk with somatic cell counts less than 250,000 for 10 out of 12 months,  pay attention to details such as cleanliness, sound milking procedures, quality employees, and having clean healthy cows.  The award is available to any size farm, using any type of bedding and milking systems, if the milk quality criteria are met. The Super Milk Award focuses farmers and milk handlers attention on maintaining the highest quality milk production possible.
2008 marks the twentieth year of the program and three Jefferson County farms were awarded the recognition for the 20th consecutive time.  The three farms are:
John, Lee and Justin Bach of Bach Dairy Farm in Carthage. They ship their milk from 146 cows to the Lowville Producers Dairy Co-op.  Their average milk production per cow is 23,000 pounds per year and their somatic cell count was 120,000.

Noel &Terese Bibbins, Larry Bertram, and Dick and Linda Brown of Hi Hope Dairy Farm in Mannsville.  They ship milk from 940 dairy cows to Dairylea Co-op. Their average milk production is 23,800 pounds and their somatic cell count is 116,000.

Cecelia and Michael Gracey of Gracey Stoney Acres in Calcium. The Gracey’s ship their milk from 100 cows to Crowley Foods.  Their cows average about 21,000 pounds per cow per year and have a somatic cell count less than 150,000.
Five Consecutive Year Super Milk Award Winning  Farms in Jefferson County are:

Douglas Brown, Michael and Kristina Burger, CTS Dairy LLC, Jane Zeller

The remaining Super Milk Award Winners in Jefferson County are:
Tim and Renee Alford

Aubertine Farms

Howard Barney & sons

Patrick & Kim Boulio

Dave & Lorrie Chambers

Doubledale Farm

Eastman Dairy Farm LLC

Steve Eisel

Finney Family Farm

Joe Fults

Jim & Deanna Gilligan

Jim & Linda Gracey

Patrick Grimshaw

Haggerty Farms LLC

Duane & Rachel Hoffman

Harold Houppert
Mike and Jean Kiechle

Rick & Sheila Lawrence

Stephen & Sally Lee

William Lewis III

Lilac Lawns Farm Inc.

Clarence Littlefield

David & Lisa Magos

Thomas & Debora Manos

Allen J. Martin

Matthews Farm

Gene & Dian Mealus

Murcrest Farms

Murrock Farms

North Harbor Dairy LLC

Wilmer Peachey

Louis & Marsha Perry

Reedhaven Farms

Robinson Farms

Calvin & Sharon Rudd

Jason Schell

Steve, Whitney, & Nena Scott

Lawrence Shaw

Lyman Smith

Sourwine Farms

Brett & Audrey Stevenson

Ed & Elaine Streeter

Barbara J. Thompson

TMT Farms

Stephen Watson

Williams Farms

Roy Williams

James R. Young

It is beneficial for farms to maintain low somatic cell counts in their milk production as they may qualify for quality premiums from their milk co-operative.  Processors that receive higher quality milk from their producers may see an increase in product yield, quality and shelf life. For consumers, they can be assured of quality milk, which may lead to increased product consumption.  For more information on the Super Milk Award, go to www.supermilkny.org.
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