Jefferson County Agricultural Development Corporation
Program and Focus Survey

Please take a few minutes of your time to help us improve our services and focus our efforts for Jefferson County’s agricultural industry.  Your answers are anonymous.  Our Board of Directors will review the results and comments from the survey and use them as they continue to evaluate our programs and direction. Please complete sections A – D.  as they ertain to your farm operation.  Please return the survey by fax at (315) 782-1944, email, or by mail to JCADC, P.O. Box 838 Watertown, NY 13601. Thank you in advance for your help.
1. Your Primary Type of Operation

Dairy ______

Beef______

Small livestock_______

Vegetables________

Fruit________

Cash crops_______

Heifers_______

Farm consulting______

Food manufacturing ________

Other ______  what type_________

2. The Jefferson County Agricultural Development Corporation assists in the retention, growth and promotion of agriculture. What actions by JCADC would best help our agricultural industry thrive? (check your top three)
___Improve availability of financing
___Improve access to meat processing facilities

___Improve public awareness of ag issues

___Improve image of agriculture

___Help create more markets for products

___Bring in more buyers of farms to County

___Bring in more food manufacturers
___Assist farms in reaching new markets

___Help farms find funding for projects to improve quality/quantity of milk

___Help farms find funding for environmental compliance projects

___ Other:__________________________

A. Dairy Issues – please complete only if you are a dairy farmer.  Otherwise please move to next section.
1. Are you are aware of our dairy profit team funding program?
___ yes  ___no

2. Have you visited our www.jeffersoncountydairyfarms.com website?

___yes   ___no

3. Was the dairy farm electricity discount program we helped start through the New York Power Authority useful to you?  

___yes  ___no

4. What are your greatest needs on your dairy farm? (check top three)
___ finding good qualified labor

___finding help with business planning

___finding more land to operate

___ Help with complying with environmental regulations

___ cost of electricity

___ cost of feed inputs

___ help with training programs for labor

___ help with Hispanic labor needs

___ help with neighbor issues

___ improving milk quality

___ making my own value added products such as cheese

___ improving public awareness of the benefits of my farm to community

___ other:_______________________

B. Other livestock Issues – please complete this section if you primarily raise beef, pigs, sheep, goats, goats, or other livestock

1. Does access to a USDA slaughter facility limit your growth as a business?

___yes  ___no

2. What is the name of the slaughter facility you currently use?_________________

3. What is the problem you encounter with having your livestock slaughtered and processed? (check all that apply)

___no problems encountered

___scheduling any time of the year

___scheduling during certain seasons

___ability to take certain types of livestock

___cost of processing

___quality of processing

___number of animals I have to send at one time

___distance to slaughter facility

___other: ___________________________

4. What type of market do you sell your meat products too? (check all that apply)

___freezer trade (direct to individual)

___farmers market

___sold to livestock marketer

___other:____________________________

C. Vegetable/Fruit Issues – please complete this section if you primarily grow vegetables or fruits for sale
1. Where do you sell your produce?
___farmers markets –Which ones?

___
Monday at cce in Watertown

___Tues at Stone Mills

___wed on Washington st in Watertown

___wed mobile market in Watertown

___Thurs. in Clayton

___Thurs mobile markets in Watertown

___Fri/ market in Alex Bay 

___Fri Carthage
___Fri at Cheese Store on Rte 3

___Sat. Cape Vincent Market

___Sat. Fairgrounds in Watertown
___Roadside stand

___sell to supermarkets

___sell to other markets

___sell to local restaurants

2. What are barriers to growth of your business?
___financial lending sources

___grant programs 

___environmental regulations

___bigger markets to sell produce

___labor

___advertising assistance

___website development

___help working with social media such as facebook

___other:________________________

D. General Questions

1. Have you visited the Jefferson County Ag Website, www.comefarmwithus.com?

___yes    ___no
2. If you sell ag products, are you listed on the website above’s ag products listing?

___yes   ___no

3. Are you a member of the Jefferson County Agricultural Development Corporation

___yes   ___no

4. Are you a member of Jefferson County Farm Bureau?

___yes ___no

5. Do you listen to Jefferson County’s Ag talk radio show, The Home Grown Show, on Saturday mornings from 9 to 10am on 790 WTNY AM?  ___yes  ___no

6. Do you have a website for your business

___yes   ___no

7. Do you use social media such as facebook to market your business?

___yes   ___no

We invite you to provide any comments, ideas or suggestions in the space below. We will keep the individual responses to this survey anonymous. We may share the combined results of the survey with other organizations or the public in a manner that does not identify invidual respondents to the survey. If possible we will publish the results to our website, www.comefarmwithus.com.  We are also available on Facebook at Jefferson County Agricultural Development Corporation and on twitter - @HomeGrownShow.
Thank you for participating!

YOUR COMMENTS, QUESTIONS,
 IDEAS:

Please mail, fax or email to:

JCADC. P.O. Box 838, Watertown NY 13601   fax: (315) 782-1944 or email to coordinator@comefarmwithus.com
